. .. While on the subject of entertainment, we might also deal with the Shikargahs. The shooting in these
game preserves is reserved for the pleasure of high dignitaries. We see no reason to spend large sums of money for this purpose. We are told that the Government of India- attach great importance to the preservation of fauna. We sympathise with the desire to prevent wild species from becoming extinct, but suggest that the making and upkeep of game sanctuaries is a legitimate charge on the Forest Department, which, we have no doubt5 will be able to perform this duty at a much lower cost than the present Shikargahs entail. That is a question which the Forest Department will no doubt take up separately. The saving by the abolition of the Shikargahs will be Rs. 1?46S620.
The State of Hyderabad owns two large properties 1 outside its territories, Hyderabad House in Delhi and •;Napean House in Bombay. In the old days, these were used as temporary residences for the Ruler and members of his family, Ms Ministers and other distinguished visitors from Hyderabad to these cities. These were essentially luxuries and accorded well with the general atmosphere of a court. Conditions now are different. Ministers and officers are not likely to visit these centres on official business as often as they used to in the past. Even if they do, it is not particularly difficult to obtain accommodation either in Bombay or Delhi, In any ease, to maintain these expensive properties for the sake of occasional visitors is uneconomic and wasteful. Hyderabad needs all the capital it can lay its hands on for essential projects and we would suggest that both these properties be sold. In the present state of the property market, excellent prices are likely to be obtained for them. In order to get the best value, the Bombay property which has a good deal of surplus land, should be laid out as a building estate and plots sold individually. The Hyderabad Government has a Chief Architect, so that this should not cost any extra money. Knowledgeable people are of the view that more than a crore should be realised from the Bombay property and about a crore and a quarter from the Delhi property. The amounts saved on the maintenance of these houses will be Rs. 1,44,480. We have just learnt that there is also a property owned by the State in Ootapamund, called Snowden House, and that Rs. 5,700 is spent every

